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ABOUT LOUISVILLE
Louisville is an inclusive, growing, entrepreneurial city -county of 770,000 people in a region of 1.3 million

Å Louisville has a diversified 
economy built on healthcare, 
business services, manu-
facturing , food and beverage, 
and logistics.

Å Economic boom has created 
80,000 new jobs and 2,700 new 
businesses since 2011.

Å Thriving downtown with $14 
billion has been invested within 
the city/county limits since 
2014 alone.

Å The city has a strong 
commitment to education, 
workforce development, equity, 
and inclusion.

Å Louisvilleôs Opportunity Zones 
were intentionally chosen to 
maximize the impact of 
Opportunity Zone investment, 
reinforcing multiple growth 
hubs.

Å Louisville has 19 Opportunity 
Zones in 8 distinct geographies, 
each with highlighted catalytic 
investments and adjacent 
investment potential. 

Å Louisville Metro Government is 
one of the most successful 
examples of city/county 
consolidation in the country.

Å The city has a strong fiscal base, 
with solid bond ratings.

Å The city of Louisville has a one-
stop agency for land use and 
economic development, 
Louisville Forward. Contact:

o Mary Ellen Wiederwohl
Chief of Louisville Forward
maryellen.wiederwohl@louisville
ky.gov

o Eric Burnette
Senior Policy Advisor
eric.burnette@louisvilleky.gov
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Greg Fischer, Mayor
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WHY LOUISVILLE
Americaôs next mid-sized breakout city is winning the accolades
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2019 Livability 
Top City for New College 

Grads
Top City Where Millennials 

Are Moving
Top 7 City for First-Time 

Homebuyers

Human Rights 
Campaign 

Perfect score four years 
running

2019 Forbes 
ñCultural Hubò

2018 Glassdoor 
Best City for Jobs

2019 JPMorgan Chase
Inaugural Advancing Cities 
grant winner (1 of 5 cities)

2018 Lending Tree 
Highest proportion of 

Millennial founders among 
cities with the youngest 

entrepreneurs
2018 Jetsetter 
Top 5 Hip City
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BOURBONISM
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A new and rapidly growing year -round tourism draw creating the Napa Valley of Bourbon

Å 1.4 million unique visitors a year

Å Dynamic placemaking strategy with 
broad Millennial appeal

Å 10 distilled spirits attractions within 
city limits in a growing Bourbon 
District

Å Louisville is the official start of the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail


